


Enjoy the nostalgia of genuine steamboat cruising and relive the romance of a generation gone. If 
Dougie were here, he would tell you himself that this is a true escape from the pressures of a 
cluttered world. At a steady six knots, between the strangely beautiful islands, little can equal the 
peace of silent steam, on deck before the smokestack in good weather or in the saloon if you desire 
shelter. The ever varying light on the hills, the pure-air of the sea lochs, the Hebridean sunsets , the 
small towns and �shing villages beneath the heather – all will give you, rain or sun, a holiday 
unequalled anywhere else in the world.

On the lower deck there are six cabins, four with twin berths and two with double berths, together 
with two washrooms with WC, washbasin and shower with hot and cold water and shaver points.
On the main deck is a roomy saloon with comfortable and friendly seating shared with our 
companionable crew near an enclosed wood-burning stove for chilly days, together with a long 
table where meals from the adjacent galley are served beneath a traditional oil lamp.
Breakfast, lunch and evening meals will include a number of Scottish foods and we are renowned 
for our high standard of cooking. At times there may be the opportunity to serve �sh or cockles 
fresh from a deep-sea �shing boat. Drinks may be purchased from a small bar, including some 
traditional malt whiskies rarely found outside Scotland.

A PARA HANDY HOLIDAY FOR YOU.... 
AMONG THE SCOTTISH ISLANDS

THE BOAT



Each week begins and ends at the places indicated on the Booking Form, with guests coming on 
board after 3.30 pm on Sunday for the �ve day cruises. All cruises end on Friday afternoon. Those 
staying for a further week will be provided with a list of suitable accommodation as we are unable to 
cater over the weekend or during changes between cruise locations. We will not be steaming away 
until the Monday morning, thus giving you an opportunity to get to know the boat and use her as a 
base to explore the surrounding area.
During your holiday you may just relax on board or stroll ashore, but those who wish may participate 
in berthing and casting o�, steering by compass or landmark in the wheelhouse, studying charts – or 
even helping the engineer to keep up steam by shovelling coal.

5 day cruises include continental breakfast with Scottish nuance, morning co�ee, bu�et lunch, 
afternoon tea with home-made cakes, and three course dinner from Sunday afternoon until the 
following Friday tea.
All bed linen (but no towels) and harbour and canal dues are included. The skipper reserves the right 
to make any changes in the proposed schedules necessitated by weather conditions or any other 
factors beyond his control, though of course, every e�ort will be made to keep to schedule.

Charter parties may choose a route that is within our normal cruising area for that particular time and 
date and understand that the skipper’s suggestions and decisions are made from years of experience 
in these waters.

We recommend you bring simple, light clothing for hot days, together with warm clothes,                      
waterproofs and good boating footwear and hill walking boots with good ankle support. Also casual 
working clothes which you won’t mind if they get grubby, and reasonably decent clothing for going 
ashore, as there will be numerous opportunities to visit castles, shops, craft centres, etc. A limited 
number of boiler suits are available for loan, but no laundry facilities.
Please also remember to bring your own towels.

A typical day starts after a leisurely breakfast, when the steam whistle resounds over the hills to wake 
the sluggish, and we steam silently along the canal or loch until lunch, when we are either moored at 
our destination for the day or still gently pottering through the water. The afternoon is usually spent 
exploring quayside, countryside or town life ashore. If you enjoy walking or hill climbing, you can 
venture into a glen and see the view, or bird-watchers can observe the wide variety of migrants seen 
in Scotland; and we have a dinghy for picnic expeditions or �shing. You never know, even if you don’t 
�sh, you may catch the Loch Ness Monster! Whatever happens, potentially this could be the holiday 
of a lifetime.

When a booking is accepted, we will send an information sheet on suggested travel routes to join us, 
a bus timetable if you have asked for one, suggestions for Sunday activities and details of car parking. 
We will also include a list of accommodation addresses.

THE HOLIDAY

WHAT TO EXPECT

CLOTHES



CRUISE A: On arrival at Crinan, having welcomed you to the boat, we might suggest a woodland 
walk to blow the journey’s cobwebs away. On Monday morning we venture through the lovely Crinan 
Canal built over 200 years ago by John Rennie- prepare those lock – gate pushing muscles! On 
Tuesday we depart from Ardrishaig and head up Loch Fyne, famed for its kippers and beauty to 
anchor o� Crarae gardens and for those intrepid enough to enjoy a dinghy trip ashore, walk around 
amongst rhododendrons and azaleas. On to admire Lachlan Castle and on again to Tarbert, a busy 
�shing village full of life. Having spent the night at the pier, we continue on Wednesday morning to 
Lochranza on the Island of Arran. We anchor in the bay close to a seal colony and bicycles may be 
hired in the village. On Thursday we steam to Millport on the Island of Great Cumbrae, famed for its 
chocolate shop and bicycling around the island. During lunch we continue to Rothesay, on the Island 
of Bute and in the afternoon you might visit Mountstuart House or just potter around this Glaswegian 
holiday resort with a Victorian atmosphere and 1098 Castle. On Friday we return to Ardrishaig via a 
brief look in at Loch Riddon and Tighnabruiach.

CRUISE B: The itinerary is partially the same as Cruise A but we do not make a passage through the 
Crinan canal and have an extra day in the area. The cruise starts in Ardrishaig and ends in Glasgow. We 
may include Dunoon, Helensburgh (Hill House) and the James Watt Dock at Greenock, the submarine 
base at Faslane on the Gareloch, Carrick Castle in Loch Goil and of course a fascinating trip up the 
River Clyde to Glasgow. We suggest transport back to your vehicle in Ardrishaig in the form of a taxi 
to Buchanan Street Bus Station (10 mins) and a West Coast Motors or (CityLink) bus (2 1/2hrs.)

CRUISE C: The itinerary is the same as Cruise B but starts at Yorkhill Quay, Glasgow which is the 
pontoon immiediately up-river from the 'Glenlee' Tall Ship beside the Riverside Museum and �nishes 
at Ardrishaig. We suggest, if you are driving and not using public transport, you drive your car to 
Ardrishaig and leave it there during your holiday with us. You then take the bus from Ardrishaig to 
Glasgow and a taxi to Plantation Quay and join us on the Sunday afternoon.

CRUISE D: This is a new cruise in the Loch Fyne and Clyde area starting and �nishing at Ardrishaig, 
a small harbour at the eastern end of the Crinan Canal. Walk its colourful banks on your arrival. We 
may visit any or all of the following places during the cruise according to the Skipper’s whim and 
fancy: Tarbert, Lochranza, Millport, Largs, Rothesay, Dunoon, Blairmore, Carrick Castle in Loch Goil, 
the Holy Loch, the Gareloch including passing the submarine base at Faslane, Helensburgh, Green-
och, Tighnabruaich, Loch Riddon and viewing the Maids of Bute.

CRUISE E: The itinerary is the same as Cruise A but is reversed. The cruise starts at Ardrishaig and 
ends at Crinan.

CRUISE F: We greet you at Crinan and may well suggest you enjoy our local woodland walk. 
However you are most welcome to stay on board and browse through our library. On Monday morn-
ing we steam silently away, out of the sea-lock and set o� from Crinan for Tayvallich in Loch Sween, 
anchoring on the way in the Fairy Isles, swimming amongst the seals or exploring the area. On 
Tuesday, having climbed Tor Mor for the view over the Sound of Jura, we may land on one of the 
MacCormaig Isles and on to Craighouse on Jura. On Wednesday, we may continue on to Loch Melfort 
via distant views of the dreaded Corryvrecken whirlpool! On Thursday we cruise to Ardmaddy 
Gardens or Arduaine and walk around the gardens, then on to Loch Craignish via Loch Shuna and the 
Dorus Mor. On Friday we return to Crinan, having stopped for lunch near Macaskin Island. You will be 
lucky if you see a pier on this cruise let alone civilization! So be prepared to brave the boat’s boarding 
ladder as we will be using the dinghy for access ashore.

CRUISE DESCRIPTIONS



CRUISE G: This cruise is similar to Cruise F, we might if the weather is suitable go to Colonsay by 
public transport, (if available). This is a long day out so one does need some stamina. However it is well 
worth it. We leave the Pu�er on the pier at Craighouse, Jura and taking a picnic lunch with us, we go 
by bus to Feolin where we board the little ferry to Port Askaig, Islay. From there we scramble up the 
gangplank of the enormous Caledonian MacBrayne ferry to Colonsay (approx 1 hour ). A bus tour of the 
Island is a possibility although you can spend the day walking and exploring this magical isle.
The beach at Kiloran is pure beauty and Colonsay House gardens are well worthwhile. We return to 
the Pu�er the same way. The cost of the transport this day will be added to your ‘bar bill’ at the end of 
the week and invoiced to you accordingly. It will be approximately £25.00.
Or we might if the weather is suitable anchor in Seil Sound and dinghy ashore to walk 2 miles across 
Seil Island to Easdale where we take the little ferry to Easdale Island. Picnic lunch amongst the ancient 
slate quarries and return to the Pu�er. We have recently discovered the delights of Ardmaddy garden 
and will try to visit here if the schedule on either Cruise F or G allows.

CRUISE H: We welcome you on board at Corpach, Fort William. On Monday morning we steam o� 
out of the sea-lock and explore Loch Linnhe up to the Corran Narrows and Loch Eil, where the Pu�er 
worked during the war. We return in the afternoon into the Caledonian Canal which was built by 
Thomas Telford in 1822. On Tuesday we climb Neptune’s Staircase, make our way to Gaerlochy and 
walk up to Loch Arkaig on the Achnacarry estate, perhaps visiting the Cameron Museum. On    
Wednesday we continue along the canal, anchoring in quiet leafy Loch Oich by Invergarry Castle and 
walk around the estate. On to Fort Augustus and its Benedictine Abbey, via Cullochy and Kytra locks 
when the intrepid may wish to walk along the towpath, following the boat and picking wild fungi, 
blackberries and nuts. On Thursday morning we set o� early and travel to Foyers on Loch Ness for a 
quick walk up to the waterfall, then on to Inverness in time for shopping and perhaps an evening visit 
to the Eden Court theatre or cinema.We have developed a little extra itinerary by taking taxis to either 
Cawdor or Brodie Castles via the ancient Klava Cairns. On Friday we hope to leave the canal at 
Clachnaharry sea-lock and travel under the Black Isle bridge, down the Firth to Chanonry Point    
opposite Fort George and pu� amongst dolphins and porpoises. We return to Muirtown Canal Basin, 
Inverness and if travelling by car, mini-bus transport to your vehicle.

CRUISE I: The itinerary and return transport arrangements are the same as Cruise H, although 
reversed. You join at Muirtown Canal Basin, Inverness and the journey ends at Corpach, Fort William.

PUFFER SUPPERS

DAY TRIPS

GLASGOW PUFFER SUPPER: Pu�er Suppers are held on board. The boat does not move and 
remains stationary. You will be told the code for the locked gate before arrival. You may bring a party 
of 12 people including yourself. If your party is smaller than 12 you still have to pay the Glasgow ‘Pu�er 
Supper’ rate. We will serve you nibbles on arrival, then a 3 course meal followed by cheese and 
biscuits. Drinks are extra. We have a small bar serving beer and lager, usual drinks and and two sorts 
of wine, a red ‘Rioja’ and a ‘Sauvignon Blanc’. Soft drinks and sparkling or still water are also available. 
You are actively discouraged from bringing your own drinks.

OTHER PUFFER SUPPERS: Are available on board ‘VIC 32’ for yourself and 11 others. Please 
contact us for more information as dates become available throughout the season.

GLASGOW DAY TRIPS: We are o�ering a NEW chance to come and have fun on the Pu�er. You can 
charter the boat from 9am - 5pm. You will be told the code for the locked gate before arrival. We will 
depart as soon as you are ready. We will set o� down the Clyde and it will be up to the Skipper to 
decide when to turn around and return to Glasgow. Subject to weather and tides we might get as far 
as Greenock. On the way, you can request to stop o� and visit (if they are open) the new Riverside 
Museum, the Glenlee Tall Ship or the Titan Crane at Clydebank. The price includes - morning 
co�ee/tea and biscuits, a delicious bu�et lunch and afternoon tea & cake. Drinks are extra. We have a 
small bar and two sorts of wine, a red ‘Rioja’ and a ‘Sauvignon Blanc’. Soft drinks and sparkling or still 
water are also available. You are actively discouraged from bringing your own drinks.  
Optional Extra: Stay on board for the evening and enjoy a ‘Glasgow Pu�er Supper’. Please check 
availability by contacting us and then completing the booking form and posting or emailing it to us.

CRINAN DAY TRIPS: We explore Crinan Bay, the Dhorus Mhor’ and Loch Craignish



For those of you who would like to know more about Clyde Pu�ers, may we recommend ‘Last Of The 
Pu�ermen’ by Keith McGinn in print and published by Neil Wilson Publishing. And, of course, if you 
want to follow up the lore of life on the old Clyde Pu�ers, you should read some of Neil Munro’s ‘Para 
Handy Tales’. Nick Walker has written three books entitled ‘A Pu�er Alphabet ‘, ‘Another Pu�er                  
Alphabet’, and ‘Yet Another Pu�er Alphabet’ which if read before your holiday will prepare you for 
what you are letting yourself in for. The books are illustrated by Richard Albanese and include recipes, 
nearly 40 years of anecdotes and bon mots. Phil Robertson has written a marvellous new book, ‘All in 
a Day’s Work’, which tells in detail the story of ‘VIC32’ and other Pu�er’s histories. All these books, and 
much more, are available to buy from the souvenir shop brochure, the online shop at 
www.savethepu�er.co.uk or by ringing 01546 830 133.

The continued restoration of ‘VIC32’ is kept going with money from income from passengers but also 
has a supporter’s organisation, which is called ‘Friends of VIC32’.
Please consider joining this vital part of the Pu�er’s continued health!

Website: www.savethepu�er.co.uk
Read all about the boat, her history and the cruises on o�er. Have a look at the shop or register an 
interest in becoming a ‘Friend of VIC 32 ‘ or make a donation to support the Pu�er Preservation Trust. 
See the online brochure, availability chart and if you like, print out your own booking form and post 
to us. Online booking not available yet.

MORE INFO

DECK LAYOUT

SL VIC 32 (Steam Lighter Victualling Inshore Craft)

UPPER LEVEL

LOWER LEVEL

GALLEY CAPTAIN’S CABIN SALOON

2 BERTH DOUBLE BERTH

SHOWERS & W.C’S

BOILER

ENGINE ROOM
AFT CABIN
FOR ENGINEER

FO’C’S’LE
FOR CREW



VIC32 was built in 1943 at Dunston’s Shipyard in Thorne, Yorkshire, and commissioned by the Admiralty 
as part of a �eet of over 100 Victualling Inshore Craft (VIC’s). She was built on a 1939 Pu�er design- boats 
that used to operate on the West Coast of Scotland supplying the Highlands and Islands with coal,   
toothbrushes and tractors, etc- in fact anything that was needed in these remote parts. The original 
Clyde Pu�ers were so-called because they did not have condensers (making the steam used from the 
engine back into hot water, as we have), but instead exhausted the steam up a pipe near the funnel in 
pu�s.
During the War, she carried cement, ammunition and aviation fuel, delivering these cargoes to the �eet 
as far away as Scapa Flow. Fortunately for us, she was not scrapped after the war or sold to the Far East, 
as so many of her sister ships were, but was laid up by the Admiralty at Rosyth. She was sold privately to 
Keith Schellenberg, from whom we bought her in 1975. Since then, extensive renovation has given us an 
almost unique example of a coal �red steam boat.
We hope she will continue to give us as much pleasure as she has already done so far- and to you, if you 
come on holiday with us. In 1978, with volunteer crews, we sailed from St. Katherine’s Yacht Haven in 
London, via Inverness, to Crinan and then covered many of the routes on our present schedule. In 1993 
we celebrated VIC32’s 50th anniversary and by the Millennium we had been cruising Scottish waters for 
25 years.
The Montague Trophy for expertise and initiative in steam was awarded to Nick and Rachel Walker for 
the steam cruise on Steam Lighter VIC32 to Dieppe, Le Havre, Rouen and Chichester in August 1977. Also 
the National Coal Board presented them with the 1978 Steam Heritage Award.
In 1989, the ‘FRIENDS OF VIC32’ was started, a money raising venture in case of an engineering crisis or 
something similar. We now have hundreds of friends. Please tick the appropriate box on the Booking 
Form if you would like to hear more about the Friends of VIC32 and our annual Newsletter, ‘THE             
CALLIOPE’.
In 2002 Nick and Rachel gave the vessel to the PUFFER PRESERVATION TRUST, a new Company with 
charitable status in the hope that the VIC32 will continue to give passengers and the public as much 
pleasure as she has done in the past, continuing to steam gently through Scottish waters and further 
educate the public. Please ask for a Gift Aid form or down load one from our website.
In April 2004 the original boiler failed its annual test and we then spent the following year raising funds 
to replace it with a replica working boiler. We were given a generous grant by the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
the Manifold Trust and other Trusts. Members of the public and the ‘Friends of VIC32’ were also generous 
and by March 2005 we gave Pridham’s Engineering and Corpach Boat Builders the contract to replace 
the boiler and the hull in its vicinity.
In 2006 the new boiler was delivered to Scotland and the vessel was in steam again. In 2013 we 
celebrated her 70th birthday. In 2015 our 5000th passenger came on board. We continue to maintain the 
boat and press on with our hull replacement programme using the money we raise during the year.

See you on the Pu�er this summer.

HISTORICAL NOTE

Rachel and Nick Walker
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